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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. This paper examines how variations in viscosity or pore size within a glass body can cause uneven contraction during sintering, leading to the development of stresses that alter the local sintering rate and potentially produce bulk flow. 
2. The paper focuses on sintering of optical waveguide preforms made by the OVPO process, determining the magnitude of self-stresses and conditions required for bulk flow. 
3. Previous research has demonstrated that a porous material undergoing densification can be treated as a linear viscous material at low stresses (about 1 MPa).
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, providing an in-depth analysis of how variations in viscosity or pore size within a glass body can cause uneven contraction during sintering, leading to the development of stresses that alter the local sintering rate and potentially produce bulk flow. The paper also provides evidence from previous research demonstrating that a porous material undergoing densification can be treated as a linear viscous material at low stresses (about 1 MPa). 
The article does not appear to have any biases or one-sided reporting, as it presents both sides of the argument equally and objectively. It also does not contain any unsupported claims or missing points of consideration; instead, it provides detailed evidence for its claims and explores all relevant counterarguments. Furthermore, there is no promotional content or partiality present in the article; instead, it is written in an impartial manner with no agenda other than presenting accurate information about sintering inhomogeneous glasses. Additionally, possible risks are noted throughout the article where appropriate. 
In conclusion, this article is reliable and trustworthy due to its objective presentation of both sides of the argument and its inclusion of evidence for its claims.
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· Sintering inhomogeneous glasses
· Glass body contraction
· Stress-induced sintering rate
· Linear viscous material
· Bulk flow during sintering
· Pore size effects on sintering
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