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The North China Steptoean Positive Carbon Isotope Event: New insights towards understanding a global phenomenon - ScienceDirecthttps://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0016699514000746
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The use of the Steptoean Positive Carbon Isotope Excursion (SPICE) in defining the Guzhangian-Paibian stage boundary has become a standard practice.
2. This study shows that the SPICE is recorded in relatively condensed sections in North China; thus, ≤ 0.5 m sampling density is suggested here in order to evaluate the presence of the SPICE in North China and condensed sections.
3. The onset of the SPICE event is used to approximate the base of the Paibian Stage in North China.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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This article provides an overview of research into the Steptoean Positive Carbon Isotope Excursion (SPICE) event and its implications for understanding global phenomena related to Cambrian geology and paleontology within and beyond the North China craton. The article presents data from a chemostratigraphic study of the Huangyangshan section from North China, which clearly records the SPICE, with detailed fossil and carbonate carbon isotope data. The article also suggests that ≤ 0.5 m sampling density should be used to evaluate the presence of SPICE in North China and condensed sections. 
The article appears to be reliable overall, as it provides evidence for its claims through detailed data from a chemostratigraphic study conducted on a section spanning Guzhangian-Paibian transition in North China, as well as by citing previous studies on Cambrian geology and paleontology within and beyond this region. However, there are some potential biases present in this article that should be noted. For example, while it does cite previous studies on Cambrian geology and paleontology within and beyond this region, it does not provide any counterarguments or explore any alternative perspectives on these studies or their findings. Additionally, while it does suggest that ≤ 0.5 m sampling density should be used to evaluate SPICE presence in North China and condensed sections, it does not provide any evidence or explanation for why this is necessary or how it would improve accuracy or reliability when evaluating such presence. Furthermore, while it does mention possible implications for SPICE-related studies in North China, it does not provide any further detail or exploration into what these implications may be or how they could be applied practically when conducting such studies.
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· Cambrian geology and paleontology
· Carbon isotope data
· Chemostratigraphic study
· North China craton
· Steptoean Positive Carbon Isotope Excursion
· Sampling density for SPICE evaluation
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