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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The tensile behaviour of rocks is an important aspect of their dynamic characteristics.
2. Rocks are generally weak in tension, and the tensile strength is typically 1/10th of the compressive strength.
3. Several methods are available to characterise the dynamic tensile response of rocks at high strain rates, including the Hopkinson pressure bar and Brazilian disc tests.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article provides a comprehensive overview of the dynamic split tensile strength of basalt, granite, marble and sandstone, with a focus on strain rate dependency and fragmentation. The article is well-written and provides a thorough review of relevant literature on the topic. It also presents several empirical equations relating dynamic strength to static strength for each rock type, as well as a theoretical universal rate-dependent scaling relationship developed by Kimberley et al. (2013). 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting; it presents both sides equally and does not make any unsupported claims or omit any points of consideration. Furthermore, it does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular viewpoint or method. The article also notes possible risks associated with testing rocks under dynamic loading conditions, such as drilling, blasting, earthquake, landslide and impact cratering. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy in its reporting on the topic of dynamic split tensile strength of basalt, granite, marble and sandstone.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Dynamic split tensile strength testing
· Strain rate dependency of rocks
· Fragmentation of rocks under dynamic loading
· Drilling and blasting effects on rocks
· Earthquake and landslide effects on rocks
· Impact cratering effects on rocks
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