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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A new law passed in West Sumatra Province in Indonesia has raised concerns among human rights activists and minority groups, as it could lead to more Islamic laws being enforced across the country.
2. The new law states that the customs of the Minangkabau, the largest ethnic group in West Sumatra Province, are based on Shariah law.
3. The province has already implemented various Shariah-inspired regulations over the last two decades, such as mandatory hijab rules for schoolgirls and female civil servants, and bans on openly celebrating Christmas by Christians.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Indonesia’s pluralism in question as Islamic law influence grows” is a well-written piece that provides an overview of the current situation in Indonesia regarding the implementation of Islamic laws. It is clear from the article that there is a growing concern among human rights activists and minority groups about how this could potentially restrict their rights. The article also provides some background information on how this issue has been developing over time, with various Shariah-inspired regulations having been implemented over the last two decades. 
However, there are some potential biases present in this article which should be noted. Firstly, it does not provide any counterarguments or perspectives from those who support or advocate for these laws being implemented. This means that readers may not get a full understanding of why these laws are being proposed and what benefits they may bring to certain communities or individuals. Additionally, while it does mention that Indonesia’s constitution guarantees freedom of religion and secularity of government, it does not explore how this might be affected by these new laws or how they might conflict with existing constitutional provisions. 
Furthermore, while it mentions some examples of Shariah-inspired regulations already implemented in West Sumatra Province (such as mandatory hijab rules for schoolgirls), it does not provide any evidence to back up its claims about how these have had a “harmful impact on women and girls” or other potential risks associated with them. Additionally, while it mentions Aceh Province as an example of where widespread Islamic law is already enforced due to its special autonomy status, it does not explore whether similar autonomy status could be granted to other provinces if they wish to implement similar laws or what implications this might have for Indonesia’s national unity and stability. 
In conclusion, while this article provides an informative overview of the current situation regarding Islamic law implementation in Indonesia and raises important questions about its potential impacts on minorities and human rights protections, there are some potential biases present which should be noted when considering its trustworthiness and reliability.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· “Impact of Islamic law on Indonesian minorities”
· “Indonesian constitutional provisions on religious freedom”
· “Shariah-inspired regulations in West Sumatra Province”
· “Aceh Province autonomy status and Islamic law”
· “Risks associated with Islamic law implementation in Indonesia”
· “Implications of Islamic law implementation for Indonesian national unity”
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