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1. This paper investigates the stability of side-exposed backfill in open stoping mining methods, considering the influence of mine depth and adjacent extraction.
2. Results show that the governing failure mechanism can be sliding or crushing, depending on the magnitude of rock-wall closure.
3. The values of cohesion at failure (cf) can become even smaller than those obtained with immobile rock walls solutions when sliding failure is dominant.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “Stability analyses of side-exposed backfill considering mine depth and extraction of adjacent stope” provides a comprehensive analysis of the stability of side-exposed backfill in open stoping mining methods, considering the influence of mine depth and adjacent extraction. The authors use numerical modeling with FLAC3D to investigate the failure mechanism and cohesion at failure (cf) of backfill, and present results showing that the governing failure mechanism can be sliding or crushing, depending on the magnitude of rock-wall closure. The article is well written and provides a detailed description of its methodology and results. 
The article does not appear to have any major biases or one-sided reporting, as it presents both sides equally by providing an overview of existing analytical solutions for estimating cf as well as discussing their limitations. It also acknowledges that dynamic loading is another influencing factor on the stability of side-exposed backfill but is beyond the scope of this study. Furthermore, all claims are supported by evidence from numerical modeling with FLAC3D and experimental results from Mitchell et al., which adds to its trustworthiness and reliability. 
The only potential issue with this article is that it does not explore any counterarguments or alternative perspectives on its findings, which could have added further insight into its conclusions. Additionally, there is no mention of possible risks associated with using side-exposed backfill in open stoping mining methods, such as environmental impacts or worker safety concerns. However, overall this article appears to be trustworthy and reliable in terms of its content and methodology used for analysis.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Environmental impacts of open stoping mining
· Worker safety in open stoping mining
· Alternative perspectives on side-exposed backfill stability
· Dynamic loading effects on side-exposed backfill
· Analytical solutions for estimating cf
· Numerical modeling with FLAC3D
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