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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Phthalic acid and its photochemical degradation was determined in snow and rainwater samples collected during winters (2003–2010) in the Southeast of Massachusetts using capillary gas chromatography (GC).
2. The direct photodecomposition of the acid is slow, but the addition of dissolved Fe(III) species accelerates the light-induced degradation of phthalic acid.
3. Photodegradation rates of phthalic acid increases with decreasing pH value of water samples in the range of pH 2.8–4.5.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Determination of o-phthalic acid in snow and its photochemical degradation by capillary gas chromatography coupled with flame ionization and mass spectrometric detection” is a reliable source for information on phthalic acid and its photochemical degradation in snow and rainwater samples collected during winters (2003–2010) in the Southeast of Massachusetts. The article provides detailed information on the method used to determine phthalic acid concentrations, as well as on the photodegradation process, including how it is accelerated by iron(III). Additionally, it provides insight into how pH values affect photodegradation rates.
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided, as it presents both sides equally and does not promote any particular point of view or agenda. It also does not contain any unsupported claims or missing points of consideration; all claims are backed up by evidence from previous studies, and all relevant points are discussed thoroughly. Furthermore, there are no unexplored counterarguments or missing evidence for any claims made; all potential counterarguments are addressed, and all evidence is provided to support each claim made throughout the article.
In conclusion, this article is a reliable source for information on phthalic acid concentrations in snow and rainwater samples, as well as on its photodegradation process under different conditions.
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· Phthalic acid photodegradation mechanism
· Phthalic acid photodegradation rate
· Phthalic acid photodegradation products
· Phthalic acid photodegradation kinetics
· Phthalic acid photodegradation pathways
· Phthalic acid photodegradation in snow and rainwater
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