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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. International transfers of major arms saw a slight drop between 2012–16 and 2017–21, but exports by the United States and France increased substantially.
2. Imports to Europe, East Asia and Oceania rose significantly, while those to Africa and the Americas decreased.
3. Arms imports in the Middle East remained high, while South American arms imports reached their lowest level in 50 years.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy as it is based on data from the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). The article provides detailed information about global arms transfers, including regional trends, largest importers, drivers of growth in European arms imports, variations among different subregions in Asia and Oceania, Middle Eastern arms imports level off after sharp increase, US and French arms exports rise, Russian Chinese and German arms exports fall. 
However, there are some potential biases that should be noted. For example, the article does not provide any counterarguments or explore any other perspectives on the issue of global arms trade. Additionally, it does not mention any possible risks associated with increased arms imports or exports. Furthermore, it does not present both sides of the argument equally; instead it focuses mainly on the positive aspects of increased arms imports/exports without exploring any potential negative consequences. Finally, there is a lack of evidence for some of the claims made in the article which could lead to readers forming an inaccurate understanding of global arms trade.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risks associated with global arms trade
· Negative consequences of increased arms imports/exports
· Arguments against global arms trade
· Impact of global arms trade on regional security
· Regional variations in arms imports/exports
· International regulations on arms trade
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