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Virtual tours as a solidarity tourism product? - ScienceDirecthttps://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666957922000349
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. This article explores the potential of virtual tours as a solidarity tourism product.
2. It examines how virtual tours can foster solidarity through three elements: equality, empathy and sensitivity.
3. Virtual tours can be used to promote peace and cultural exchanges, create relationships between storytellers and tourists, and enhance cultural sensitivity.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable in its discussion of virtual tours as a solidarity tourism product. The author provides an overview of the concept of solidarity tourism, including definitions from previous literature, before exploring the possibilities of virtual tours as a form of solidarity tourism. The author then outlines three key elements – equality, empathy and sensitivity – that are necessary for successful virtual tour experiences to foster solidarity among participants.
The article is well-researched and provides evidence to support its claims, such as examples of how virtual reality can evoke different emotions, including empathy and compassion; how storytelling can create relationships between storytellers and tourists; and how digital technologies can be used to preserve local heritage and cultural landscape.
However, there are some areas where the article could be improved upon. For example, while the author does provide an overview of the concept of solidarity tourism, they do not explore it in depth or discuss any potential challenges or risks associated with it. Additionally, while the author does provide evidence to support their claims about virtual tours fostering solidarity among participants, they do not discuss any potential drawbacks or risks associated with this approach. Finally, while the author does provide examples from Indigenous tourism settings to illustrate their points about storytelling creating relationships between storytellers and tourists, they do not provide any examples from other contexts or cultures that could further illustrate their points about virtual tours fostering solidarity among participants.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Challenges of solidarity tourism
· Risks of virtual tours
· Digital technologies for preserving local heritage
· Empathy and compassion in virtual reality
· Storytelling in Indigenous tourism
· Examples of virtual tours fostering solidarity in different contexts
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