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The saga of 'Pizzagate': The fake story that shows how conspiracy theories spread - BBC Newshttps://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-trending-38156985
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The 'Pizzagate' conspiracy theory has been circulating on the internet, claiming that a paedophilia ring involving people at the highest levels of the Democratic Party is operating out of a Washington pizza restaurant.
2. The story originated from thin threads in emails from Clinton's campaign chairman John Podesta, which mentioned James Alefantis, owner of Comet Ping Pong, a pizza restaurant in Washington.
3. The conspiracy theory was spread by 4chan users and Turkish pro-government media outlets, and was taken up by alt-right Trump supporters and other Hillary Clinton opponents.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article “The saga of 'Pizzagate': The fake story that shows how conspiracy theories spread” is an informative piece about the origins and spread of the ‘Pizzagate’ conspiracy theory. It provides an overview of how this false narrative began with thin threads in emails from Clinton's campaign chairman John Podesta, which mentioned James Alefantis, owner of Comet Ping Pong, a pizza restaurant in Washington. It then goes on to explain how 4chan users and Turkish pro-government media outlets spread the conspiracy theory further, leading to it being taken up by alt-right Trump supporters and other Hillary Clinton opponents. 
The article is generally reliable as it provides factual information about the origins and spread of the ‘Pizzagate’ conspiracy theory. However, there are some potential biases present in the article which should be noted. Firstly, there is a lack of exploration into counterarguments or alternative perspectives on this issue; for example, there is no mention of any possible motivations behind why people may have believed this false narrative or why they may have chosen to spread it further. Additionally, while the article does provide some evidence for its claims (such as quotes from James Alefantis), there could be more evidence provided to support its assertions (such as quotes from those who believed or promoted this false narrative). Furthermore, while it does note that Bill Clinton and Donald Trump flew on Jeffrey Epstein’s private plane (which could be seen as relevant to this topic), it does not explore any potential implications or connections between this fact and ‘Pizzagate’ itself. 
In conclusion, while this article provides an informative overview of the origins and spread of ‘Pizzagate’ conspiracy theory, there are some potential biases present which should be noted when considering its trustworthiness and reliability.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Motivations behind belief in conspiracy theories
· Impact of social media on conspiracy theories
· Jeffrey Epstein and Bill Clinton/Donald Trump
· Alternative perspectives on ‘Pizzagate’
· Role of 4chan in spreading false narratives
· Effects of ‘Pizzagate’ on public opinion
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