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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. TikTok has expanded its direct messaging settings to give users the option of who they can receive messages from.
2. The options are now: everyone, suggested friends, mutual followers, people you’ve sent messages to or no one.
3. TikTok is expanding social features on its platform in a bid to compete against Instagram.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable and trustworthy as it provides accurate information about the changes made by TikTok in its direct messaging settings. It also provides insights into how these changes could help TikTok compete against Instagram in terms of social features. However, there are some potential biases that should be noted. For example, the article does not explore any potential risks associated with allowing anyone to send a DM or any counterarguments that may exist for this change. Additionally, the article does not provide any evidence for the claims made about how this change could help TikTok compete against Instagram and does not present both sides equally. Furthermore, there is a lack of detail regarding how exactly these changes will affect users and what other implications they may have for user privacy and safety on the platform.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risks associated with direct messaging on TikTok
· Counterarguments to allowing anyone to send a DM on TikTok
· Evidence for TikTok's ability to compete with Instagram
· Implications of direct messaging changes on user privacy
· Safety implications of direct messaging changes on TikTok
· Impact of direct messaging changes on user experience on TikTok
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