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1. Late Palaeocene to Early Eocene foraminiferal assemblages have been analysed from an exploratory well and two onshore sections in the Tromsø Basin and Central Tertiary Basin of Spitsbergen.
2. Four foraminiferal biofacies (FB) are distinguished, ranging from inner neritic to middle bathyal conditions.
3. Agglutinated taxa dominate the assemblages, with a strongly subordinate calcareous component.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, as it provides detailed information about the analysis of Late Palaeocene to Early Eocene foraminiferal assemblages from an exploratory well and two onshore sections in the Tromsø Basin and Central Tertiary Basin of Spitsbergen. The authors provide a comprehensive description of the four foraminiferal biofacies (FB) that were identified, ranging from inner neritic to middle bathyal conditions. The article also presents a clear overview of the dominant species found in each FB, as well as their relative abundance. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided, as it provides a balanced overview of the different FBs and their associated species without favouring any particular group or species over another. Furthermore, all claims made by the authors are supported by evidence provided in the form of descriptions and figures throughout the text. There are no missing points of consideration or unexplored counterarguments presented in this article, nor does it contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular group or species. Additionally, possible risks associated with each FB are noted where appropriate. 
In conclusion, this article is reliable and trustworthy due to its comprehensive coverage of Late Palaeocene to Early Eocene foraminiferal assemblages from an exploratory well and two onshore sections in the Tromsø Basin and Central Tertiary Basin of Spitsbergen, providing a balanced overview without bias or one-sidedness while noting potential risks where appropriate.
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