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Georgia lawmakers debate small boost in cigarette taxeshttps://www.ajc.com/politics/georgia-lawmakers-debate-small-boost-in-cigarette-taxes/L2GE3AD6BNGH7DQ75IO46HTIUU/
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Georgia lawmakers are debating a bill to increase the cigarette tax from 37 cents to 57 cents per pack.
2. Lobbyists for tobacco companies typically oppose such bills, and many lawmakers don't want to raise any taxes.
3. Health care organizations are urging lawmakers to raise the tax by up to $1.50 per pack, but some representatives argue that it would be a tax on the poor and would not make people quit smoking.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable in its reporting of the debate over raising cigarette taxes in Georgia, though there are some potential biases and omissions worth noting. The article does not explore counterarguments or present both sides of the debate equally; instead, it focuses primarily on those who support raising the tax, with only one representative quoted as opposing it. Additionally, while health care organizations are quoted advocating for a higher tax, there is no mention of any opposition from these groups or other stakeholders who may be affected by such an increase. Furthermore, while the article mentions that tobacco companies are big donors to state officials and lawmakers, it does not provide any evidence or further exploration of this claim. Finally, while the article notes that raising taxes could convince some people to quit smoking, it does not discuss any potential risks associated with such an increase (e.g., increased smuggling or black market activity). In sum, while this article provides a good overview of the debate over raising cigarette taxes in Georgia, more exploration of both sides of the issue and potential risks associated with such an increase would have been beneficial in providing a more balanced view of the situation.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Cigarette tax increase risks
· Opposition to cigarette tax increase
· Tobacco company donations to state officials
· Cigarette smuggling and black market activity
· Health care organizations and cigarette tax increase
· Impact of cigarette tax increase on smoking rates
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