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US jets down 4 objects in 8 days, unprecedented in peacetime | AP Newshttps://apnews.com/article/biden-politics-charles-schumer-jake-sullivan-china-acc1a333326c50ee9649760c569c300f
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. US fighter jets have shot down four unidentified objects in the last eight days, an unprecedented event in peacetime.
2. The shootdowns are part of a heightened alert following a Chinese spy balloon that emerged over US airspace in late January.
3. Pentagon officials are still trying to determine what the objects were and have not ruled out any possibilities, including UFOs.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, as it provides detailed information from multiple sources such as Gen. Glen VanHerck, head of NORAD and U.S. Northern Command, Melissa Dalton, assistant defense secretary for homeland defense, Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, and a senior administration official who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters. The article also provides evidence for its claims by citing the events that led up to the shootdowns (the emergence of a Chinese spy balloon over US airspace in late January), as well as providing details about the objects shot down (octagonal with strings hanging off; smaller than the balloon hit by a missile Feb 4; cylindrical airship). 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided; it presents both sides equally by noting that U.S authorities constantly monitor for unknown radar blips and shut down airspace as a precaution to evaluate them, while also raising questions about whether such use of force was warranted given that administration officials said the objects were not of great national security concern and the downings were just out of caution. 
The article does not appear to be missing any points of consideration or evidence for its claims made; all relevant information is provided regarding the shootdowns and their potential causes/origins. It also does not appear to contain any promotional content or partiality towards either side; it simply presents facts without taking sides or making judgments about them. Additionally, possible risks are noted (the use of force against airborne objects) which suggests that the article is unbiased and impartial in its reporting.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· NORAD shootdown of Chinese spy balloon
· U.S. Northern Command shootdown of unknown objects
· Chinese spy balloon over US airspace
· Melissa Dalton assistant defense secretary for homeland defense
· Use of force against airborne objects
· Potential risks of shootdowns
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