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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A novel technique was developed to improve the safety and accuracy of lateral mass screw placement by utilizing the plane of the facet joint to create lateral mass screw pilot holes parallel with the joint line.
2. A randomized cadaveric study was conducted to compare the safety and accuracy of guided cervical lateral mass placement compared to traditional freehand techniques.
3. The results showed that lateral mass screw placement with a novel LM Guide significantly reduced the rate of screw malpositioning, improved accuracy of screw trajectory, and resulted in no critical screw breaches compared to 3 critical breaches with freehand technique.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy as it provides detailed information about the study design, materials used, methods employed, results obtained, and conclusions drawn from them. The authors have also provided a comprehensive discussion section which outlines potential limitations of their study such as small sample size and lack of clinical data. Furthermore, they have also discussed potential implications for future research in this area. 
However, there are some points that could be improved upon in terms of trustworthiness and reliability. For example, there is no mention of any ethical considerations or approval from an ethics committee for conducting this cadaveric study which could be seen as a limitation. Additionally, there is no mention of any potential conflicts of interest among the authors or any financial support received for conducting this research which could lead to bias in reporting results or conclusions drawn from them. Furthermore, there is no mention of any control group or comparison group which could have been used to further validate the findings reported in this article.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Ethical considerations for cadaveric studies
· Conflict of interest in research
· Financial support for research
· Control group in research
· Comparison group in research
· Clinical data in research
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