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Tories’ £800bn post-Brexit trade deals claim condemned by watchdoghttps://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-trade-deals-tories-gove-b2243533.html
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The UK Statistics Authority has criticised the Conservative Party for claiming that £800bn in “new” free trade deals had been secured since Brexit.
2. The Tories had said that the £800bn figure referred to new global trade, but it includes roll-over agreements which continued pre-Brexit trade arrangements.
3. Drew Hendry, the SNP’s trade spokesperson, wrote to the UKSA to complain about the Tory graphic which made this claim.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is not trustworthy and reliable due to its potential biases and one-sided reporting. The article does not provide any evidence for the claims made by the Conservative Party regarding £800bn in “new” free trade deals since Brexit, nor does it explore any counterarguments or present both sides of the argument equally. Furthermore, there is no mention of possible risks associated with these claims or any other potential issues that could arise from them. Additionally, there is a lack of exploration into why the SNP's trade spokesperson felt compelled to write to the UKSA about this issue and what their motivations may be for doing so. This lack of exploration into both sides of the argument makes it difficult to assess whether or not this article is trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Brexit trade deals risks
· UKSA and Brexit trade deals
· SNP and Brexit trade deals
· Conservative Party and Brexit trade deals
· Free trade deals since Brexit
· Impact of Brexit trade deals
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