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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Maize (Zea mays) is an important crop plant with a multibillion dollar annual revenue.
2. Maize has been used as a keystone model organism for basic research for nearly a century due to its vast collection of mutant stocks, large heterochromatic chromosomes, extensive nucleotide diversity, and genic colinearity within related grasses.
3. The sequencing and annotation of the maize gene space will be completed in 2009, advancing studies on plant domestication, genome evolution, developmental physiology, epigenetics, pest resistance, heterosis, quantitative inheritance, and comparative genomics.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable and trustworthy in its presentation of the use of maize as a model organism for basic and applied research in plant biology. It provides an overview of the attributes that make maize such an ideal model organism and outlines the various studies that can be advanced by the completion of the maize gene space sequencing project. The article does not appear to have any biases or one-sided reporting; it presents both sides equally and does not make any unsupported claims or omit any points of consideration. Furthermore, it does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards either side of the argument. The article also notes potential risks associated with using maize as a model organism but does not explore them in detail. All in all, this article is reliable and trustworthy in its presentation of information regarding maize as a model organism for basic and applied research in plant biology.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Maize gene space sequencing project
· Maize as a model organism for plant biology
· Benefits of using maize as a model organism
· Potential risks of using maize as a model organism
· Maize genome sequencing
· Maize genetic engineering research
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