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1. This study analyzed the water footprint of rain-fed maize in different growth stages and associated climatic driving forces in Northeast China.
2. The highest water footprint was found in the tasseling-milky stage and the lowest in sowing-seeding stage.
3. Sunshine hours and temperatures had a greater impact on water footprint in most growth stages.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “Water Footprint of Rain-Fed Maize in Different Growth Stages and Associated Climatic Driving Forces in Northeast China” is a well-researched, comprehensive analysis of the water requirements for rain-fed maize production in Northeast China. The authors provide an extensive overview of the water footprints of rain-fed maize at different growth stages, as well as the associated climatic driving forces that influence them. The article is written from an objective perspective, providing a balanced view of both positive and negative aspects of rain-fed maize production. 
The authors have done an excellent job of presenting their findings objectively, without any bias or promotional content. They have provided detailed evidence to support their claims, including data from 1996 to 2018 on the variation trends of maize WF across Northeast China, as well as information on how sunshine hours and temperature have a greater impact on WF in most growth stages. Furthermore, they have discussed feasible measures to reduce the impact of climatic factors on WF, such as adjusting management practices according to local conditions. 
The only potential issue with this article is that it does not explore counterarguments or present both sides equally when discussing possible solutions for reducing the impact of climate change on crop production. However, this is not necessarily a major issue since it does not detract from the overall quality or reliability of the article itself. 
In conclusion, this article provides an accurate and reliable overview of water footprints for rain-fed maize production in Northeast China and associated climatic driving forces that influence them. It is written from an objective perspective without any bias or promotional content, providing detailed evidence to support its claims throughout.
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· Rain-fed maize production in Northeast China
· Water footprint of rain-fed maize
· Variation trends of maize WF
· Impact of climatic factors on WF
· Adjusting management practices for local conditions
· Counterarguments to reducing climate change impact on crop production
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