[bookmark: _Toc1]Article information:
Beyond political affiliation: an examination of the relationships between social factors and perceptions of and responses to COVID-19 | SpringerLinkhttps://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10865-021-00226-w
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. This paper examines the relationships between social factors and perceptions of and responses to COVID-19 in the United States.
2. Social characteristics significantly predicted perceived severity, knowledge, and fear of the virus, as well as health behaviors.
3. The study found that social and cultural factors above and beyond political affiliation shape perceptions and knowledge of the virus, which are important determinants of behavior.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article “Beyond Political Affiliation: An Examination of the Relationships Between Social Factors and Perceptions of and Responses to COVID-19” is a well-researched piece that provides an in-depth look at how social factors shape beliefs about COVID-19 and subsequent health behaviors. The authors provide a comprehensive overview of existing literature on health belief models, contested illnesses, and the role of social characteristics in shaping health responses. They then present their own research findings from a national sample of 1141 participants from the United States to examine how beliefs and behavioral responses to COVID-19 have been shaped by sociopolitical characteristics.
The article is generally reliable in its presentation of data, with clear explanations for each measure used in the study as well as detailed descriptions of participant demographics. The authors also provide a thorough discussion section that highlights key findings from their research while also providing insight into potential implications for public health policy.
However, there are some potential biases worth noting in this article. First, it should be noted that the sample used was recruited through Qualtrics panels which may not be representative of all Americans due to its reliance on professional panel survey marketing firms. Additionally, although religious affiliation was included as one measure in this study, it is possible that other religious or spiritual beliefs were not captured due to the limited scope of this measure. Finally, it should be noted that this study was conducted early on in the pandemic when limited information was available; thus results may not reflect current attitudes towards COVID-19 or changes over time since then. 
In conclusion, this article provides an insightful look at how social factors shape beliefs about COVID-19 and subsequent health behaviors; however readers should keep potential biases in mind when interpreting these results.
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· Health Belief Model 
· Contested Illnesses 
· Qualtrics Panels 
· Professional Panel Survey Marketing Firms 
· Religious Affiliation 
· Public Health Policy Implications
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