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1. The diurnal cycle of sea surface temperature (SST) is an important signal of the weather and climate system, but current ocean general circulation models (OGCMs) are unable to accurately resolve the near-surface structure due to computational limitations.
2. This article presents a model with fine vertical resolution that allows temperatures at different near-surface depths to be compared at any hour of the day or night under a variety of conditions.
3. The SST results are compared to Spinning Enhanced Visible and InfraRed Imager (SEVIRI)-derived satellite observations over the Mediterranean Sea for a 2-year period, providing a data set for comparing foundation SST, SST at depth, subskin SST, and skin SST.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “Modeling the Near‐Surface Diurnal Cycle of Sea Surface Temperature in the Mediterranean Sea” by Pimentel (2019) is generally reliable and trustworthy. The author provides an extensive overview of the importance of understanding diurnal variability in sea surface temperature and how current ocean general circulation models are unable to accurately capture this phenomenon due to computational limitations. The author then presents a model with fine vertical resolution that allows temperatures at different near-surface depths to be compared at any hour of the day or night under a variety of conditions. The results are then compared to Spinning Enhanced Visible and InfraRed Imager (SEVIRI)-derived satellite observations over the Mediterranean Sea for a 2-year period, providing a data set for comparing foundation SST, SST at depth, subskin SST, and skin SST. 
The article does not appear to have any biases or one-sided reporting as it provides an objective overview of the research topic without making unsupported claims or missing points of consideration. Furthermore, all evidence presented is supported by references from other studies in order to provide credibility for its claims. Additionally, there does not appear to be any promotional content or partiality as all sides are presented equally without favoring one side over another. Finally, possible risks associated with this research are noted throughout the article as well as potential implications for future research on this topic.
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· Diurnal variability in sea surface temperature
· Ocean general circulation models
· Spinning Enhanced Visible and InfraRed Imager (SEVIRI)
· Mediterranean Sea SST
· Subskin SST
· Skin SST
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