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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. An F2 and an equivalent F3 population derived from a cross between a high salt-tolerance indica variety, Nona Bokra, and a susceptible elite japonica variety, Koshihikari, were produced. 
2. QTL mapping was performed for physiological traits related to rice salt-tolerance. Three QTLs for survival days of seedlings (SDSs) under salt stress were detected on chromosomes 1, 6 and 7. 
3. Eight QTLs including three for three traits of the shoots, and five for four traits of the roots at five chromosomal regions were found, which controlled complex physiological traits related to rice salt-tolerance under salt stress.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable and trustworthy in its reporting of the research findings on QTLs for Na+ and K+ uptake of the shoots and roots controlling rice salt tolerance. The authors provide detailed information about their methods and results, as well as discussion of their implications. The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting; rather it presents both sides equally by providing evidence for both the positive effects of the research findings as well as potential limitations or risks associated with them. Furthermore, there are no unsupported claims made in the article; all claims are backed up by evidence from the research conducted by the authors. Additionally, there is no promotional content present in the article; rather it is focused solely on presenting factual information about the research findings without any attempts to promote any particular product or service.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Rice salt tolerance mechanisms
· QTLs for Na+ and K+ uptake
· Genetic engineering for salt tolerance
· Rice crop yield improvement
· Abiotic stress tolerance in plants
· Plant breeding for salt tolerance
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