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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Plate tectonic strain is released through both locked and unlocked (creeping) fault behavior.
2. Deep fault creep occurs for all tectonic plate-bounding faults, while only some faults creep at shallower depths over long periods of time.
3. The presence of fault creep may not reduce ground shaking during large earthquakes.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, as it provides a comprehensive overview of the phenomenon of creeping faults and their potential impacts on seismic hazard. The author cites relevant research to support their claims, such as Louderback (1942), Steinbrugge and Zacher (1960), Tocher (1960), Whitten and Claire (1960), Radbruch-Hall and Bonilla (1966), etc., which adds credibility to the article's assertions. Furthermore, the author acknowledges that there is a lack of comprehensive observations regarding large earthquakes on shallow creeping continental faults, which is an important point to consider when assessing seismic hazard in these areas. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting, as it presents both sides of the issue fairly and objectively. It also does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular viewpoint or opinion. Additionally, the article does not make any unsupported claims or omit any points of consideration; rather, it provides a thorough overview of the topic with evidence from relevant research studies to back up its assertions. 
The only potential issue with the article is that it does not explore counterarguments or present both sides equally; however, this is understandable given that the purpose of the article is to provide an overview rather than delve into a debate about the topic. Additionally, possible risks associated with creeping faults are noted throughout the text, so this aspect appears to have been adequately addressed by the author.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Seismic hazard assessment
· Earthquake triggering mechanisms
· Fault creep dynamics
· Earthquake recurrence intervals
· Seismic hazard mitigation strategies
· Earthquake ground motion characteristics
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