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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The Kedah government has been accused of not taking seriously the issue of illegal rare earth element (REE) mining in Bukit Enggang, Sik.
2. UMNO Kedah's Information Chief, Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin, questioned the state government's inaction in addressing the issue and protecting valuable natural resources from theft.
3. 52 foreign workers were recently arrested for suspected illegal REE exploration, highlighting weaknesses in enforcement by state governments, local authorities, PBTs, Forestry Departments and PTGs.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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This article is generally reliable and trustworthy as it provides a detailed account of the accusations against the Kedah government for its alleged inaction in addressing illegal rare earth element (REE) mining in Bukit Enggang, Sik. The article also provides quotes from Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin, UMNO Kedah's Information Chief, who questions the state government's inaction in protecting valuable natural resources from theft. Furthermore, it mentions that 52 foreign workers were recently arrested for suspected illegal REE exploration which highlights weaknesses in enforcement by state governments, local authorities, PBTs, Forestry Departments and PTGs. 
However, there are some potential biases present in this article which could affect its trustworthiness and reliability. Firstly, there is no mention of any counterarguments or opposing views to those expressed by Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin regarding the Kedah government’s alleged inaction on this issue. This could lead to a one-sided reporting of the story which does not provide an accurate representation of all sides involved. Secondly, there is no evidence provided to support some of the claims made by Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin such as his accusation that certain parties are trying to protect those involved with illegal REE mining from facing legal action. Lastly, there is no mention of any possible risks associated with this issue such as environmental damage caused by illegal REE mining activities or health risks posed to workers involved with these activities. 
In conclusion, while this article is generally reliable and trustworthy due to its detailed account of accusations against the Kedah government for its alleged inaction on this issue and quotes from Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin questioning their actions; it does contain potential biases such as one-sided reporting and unsupported claims which could affect its trustworthiness and reliability.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Environmental impacts of illegal REE mining
· Health risks associated with illegal REE mining
· Counterarguments to Datuk Shaiful Hazizy Zainol Abidin's accusations
· Enforcement of illegal REE mining by state governments
· Protection of natural resources from theft
· Legal action against those involved in illegal REE mining
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