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A stronger role for long-term moisture change than for CO2 in determining tropical woody vegetation change | Sciencehttps://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abg4618
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A 500,000-year record of vegetation change in tropical Africa suggests that long-term changes in moisture have a greater effect on woody cover than shifts in atmospheric CO2 concentrations.
2. This finding challenges the prevailing paradigm that CO2 enhances growth and suggests that models and policies for climate change mitigation involving enhanced CO2 drawdown into vegetation may not be as effective as hoped.
3. The study found that moisture availability and fire activity were the most important factors in determining woody cover, whereas the effect of CO2 was small.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, providing evidence from a 500,000-year record of vegetation change at a site in tropical Africa to support its claims. The authors provide detailed information about their methods and data sources, which adds to the trustworthiness of the article. Furthermore, they cite numerous relevant studies to back up their findings and conclusions. 
However, there are some potential biases present in the article. For example, it does not explore any counterarguments or alternative perspectives on the issue of long-term moisture change versus CO2 in determining tropical woody vegetation change. Additionally, it does not discuss any possible risks associated with relying solely on long-term moisture changes rather than CO2 for determining tropical woody vegetation change. Finally, while the authors do cite numerous relevant studies to back up their findings and conclusions, they do not provide any evidence for their claims regarding models and policies for climate change mitigation involving enhanced CO2 drawdown into vegetation being less effective than hoped.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Counterarguments to long-term moisture change versus CO2 in determining tropical woody vegetation change
· Risks associated with relying solely on long-term moisture changes rather than CO2 for determining tropical woody vegetation change
· Evidence for models and policies for climate change mitigation involving enhanced CO2 drawdown into vegetation
· Impact of CO2 on tropical woody vegetation
· Long-term moisture change and tropical woody vegetation
· Climate change mitigation strategies for tropical woody vegetation
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