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WHO abandons plans for crucial second phase of COVID-origins investigationhttps://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-00283-y
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The World Health Organization (WHO) has abandoned plans for the second phase of its investigation into the origins of the COVID-19 pandemic due to ongoing challenges in conducting studies in China. 
2. Researchers are disappointed that the investigation isn't going ahead, as understanding how SARS-CoV-2 first infected people is important for preventing future outbreaks. 
3. Tensions between China and other countries have hampered progress on understanding the origins of the virus, and Chinese officials have rejected WHO's plans to investigate lab breaches.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “WHO abandons plans for crucial second phase of COVID-origins investigation” is a reliable source of information about the World Health Organization’s (WHO) decision to abandon its plans for a second phase of its investigation into the origins of COVID-19. The article provides an overview of why this decision was made, citing ongoing challenges with conducting studies in China and tensions between China and other countries as key factors that have hindered progress on understanding the virus’s origin. The article also mentions efforts by researchers to pin down a timeline of the virus’s initial spread, such as trapping bats in regions bordering China and testing archived wastewater and blood samples collected around the world. 
The article is written objectively and without bias, presenting both sides equally and providing evidence to support its claims. It does not make any unsupported claims or present any promotional content, nor does it omit any points of consideration or counterarguments. Furthermore, it acknowledges potential risks associated with further investigations into lab breaches in Wuhan, which were deemed “extremely unlikely” by WHO experts in their March 2021 report. 
In conclusion, this article is a reliable source of information about WHO’s decision to abandon its plans for a second phase of its investigation into COVID-19’s origin due to ongoing challenges with conducting studies in China and tensions between China and other countries.
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· COVID-19 origin timeline
· WHO investigation challenges
· China-other countries tensions
· Lab breaches in Wuhan
· Bat trapping research
· Wastewater and blood sample testing
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