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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A novel member of the imaginal disc growth factor family, MbIDGF, was identified from the cabbage armyworm, Mamestra brassicae.
2. Recombinant MbIDGF protein was expressed in baculovirus-infected Sf9 cells and purified.
3. Without insulin, recombinant MbIDGF protein stimulated cell growth of two lepidopteran cell lines derived from M. brassicae in a dose-dependent manner.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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This article is generally reliable and trustworthy as it provides detailed information on the isolation and characterization of a novel member of the imaginal disc growth factor family, MbIDGF, from the cabbage armyworm, Mamestra brassicae. The authors provide clear descriptions of their methods and results which are supported by evidence such as sequencing data and Southern blot analysis. Furthermore, they discuss potential implications of their findings for future research into insect growth factors without making unsupported claims or presenting one-sided arguments.
However, there are some points that could be improved upon in this article. For example, while the authors discuss potential implications for future research into insect growth factors, they do not explore any counterarguments or alternative explanations for their findings. Additionally, while they provide evidence to support their claims about MbIDGF's ability to stimulate cell growth without insulin, they do not discuss any possible risks associated with this finding or consider any other potential effects that MbIDGF may have on cell proliferation or development in insects. Finally, while the authors provide detailed descriptions of their methods and results throughout the article, they do not present both sides equally when discussing potential implications for future research into insect growth factors; instead focusing solely on how their findings may be beneficial for further studies rather than exploring any potential drawbacks or limitations that may arise from using MbIDGF as a model system for studying insect growth factors.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Insect growth factor risks 
· Alternative explanations for insect growth factor findings 
· Potential effects of MbIDGF on cell proliferation 
· Potential drawbacks of using MbIDGF as a model system 
· Insulin-independent cell growth stimulation 
· Implications of MbIDGF for future research
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