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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The University of Manchester made more than £1bn in 2018-19, similar to the combined income of the city’s two global sporting brands.
2. Students were promised “blended learning” but ended up with little or no in-person teaching and had to stay in their halls of residence, with all the stresses that go with living away from home for the first time.
3. The marketisation and commodification of higher education has led to universities competing for students and maximising their revenue from other sources, such as renting out facilities and accommodation for conferences between terms, and foreign students who pay higher fees than those from Britain.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article is generally reliable and trustworthy, providing a comprehensive overview of the current state of UK universities during the Covid-19 pandemic. It is well-researched, citing multiple sources throughout to back up its claims. The article also provides a balanced view on the issue, exploring both sides of the argument – while it does criticise universities for their handling of the pandemic, it also acknowledges that they have been put in an almost impossible position by a government that has promoted entrepreneurial expansion but has yet to show them crisis support. 
The only potential bias in this article is that it does not explore counterarguments or present both sides equally when discussing marketisation and commodification of higher education – while it does acknowledge some benefits such as increased student choice, it largely focuses on how this has led to exploitation of students for profit. However, this bias is understandable given that this article was published in The Guardian which tends to be left-leaning politically.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Impact of Covid-19 on UK universities
· Government support for universities during pandemic
· Marketisation of higher education
· Commodification of higher education
· Student exploitation in higher education
· Benefits of increased student choice in higher education
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