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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The concept of topological insulator is introduced into plates in civil engineering, and topologically protected interface states of flexural waves are obtained.
2. The influence of geometric and material parameters on the interface states and band gap is discussed in detail.
3. Two 3D-printed experimental plates are fabricated and tested, experimentally demonstrating these intriguing dynamic properties.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “Topological Metamaterial Plates: Numerical Investigation, Experimental Validation and Applications” provides a comprehensive overview of the concept of topological insulators applied to plates in civil engineering, as well as their potential applications for vibration mitigation, energy harvesting and signal detection. The article is written in an objective manner, presenting both theoretical analysis and experimental validation of the concept. It also provides a detailed discussion on the influence of key parameters on interface states, as well as robustness against defects and material damping. 
The article does not present any biases or one-sided reporting; rather it presents both sides equally by providing a comprehensive overview of the concept from both theoretical analysis and experimental validation perspectives. Furthermore, it provides sufficient evidence for its claims by citing relevant research studies throughout the text. Additionally, all possible risks associated with this concept are noted in the article, such as potential issues with fabrication accuracy due to 3D printing technology used for producing metamaterial plates. 
In conclusion, this article is reliable and trustworthy due to its objective approach to presenting both sides equally without any promotional content or partiality towards either side. It also provides sufficient evidence for its claims by citing relevant research studies throughout the text while noting all possible risks associated with this concept.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Topological insulators in civil engineering
· Vibration mitigation using metamaterial plates
· Energy harvesting using topological insulators
· Signal detection using topological insulators
· Influence of key parameters on interface states
· Robustness of metamaterial plates against defects and material damping
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