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1. This paper investigates the mechanical and frictional properties of NR/SBR blends with and without silicon nitride (Si3N4) filler.
2. The rubber is surface modified by silane coupling agent (Si-69) to enhance hydrophobic property.
3. Tests are conducted to find coefficient of friction (COF) against steel grip antiskid plate under different environmental conditions, and it is found that increase in Si3N4 dispersion leads to an increase in tensile strength and modulus, as well as a decrease in wear rate.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article appears to be reliable overall, as it provides evidence for its claims through tests conducted using an in-house built friction tester in a disc-on-plate (DOP) configuration, Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy test, Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM), and 3D non contact surface profiler. The article also cites relevant sources such as Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 licence for content used from the work.
However, there are some potential biases that should be noted. For example, the article does not explore any counterarguments or present both sides equally when discussing the effects of Si3N4 dispersion on NR/SBR blends; instead, it only presents one side of the argument which could lead to a biased conclusion. Additionally, possible risks associated with using Si3N4 filler are not discussed or noted in the article which could lead to readers making uninformed decisions about its use.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risks associated with Si3N4 filler
· Counterarguments to Si3N4 dispersion on NR/SBR blends
· Advantages of using Si3N4 filler
· Disc-on-plate (DOP) configuration
· Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy test
· Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and 3D non contact surface profiler
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