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1. Artificial iron-fertilization experiments have shown that iron addition promotes phytoplankton growth, but the extent of exchange between fertilized and surrounding waters affects the development and persistence of the bloom.
2. The KEOPS survey examined the annual phytoplankton bloom in the vicinity of the Kerguelen plateau, which is triggered by enhanced natural iron input from subsurface waters.
3. This study uses satellite images to examine the regional scale and seasonal evolution of the phytoplankton bloom, and combines this perspective with a model to investigate its response to increased iron supply.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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This article provides an analysis of seasonality and scale of the Kerguelen plateau phytoplankton bloom using remote sensing and modeling techniques. The authors provide a comprehensive description of the Kerguelen plateau bathymetry, chlorophyll-a distributions, and surface horizontal advection field as estimated from satellite altimetry. They also modify an existing model that has been applied at a nearby HNLC site to simulate microbial ecosystem response to increased iron supply. 
The article is generally reliable in terms of its content, as it provides detailed information on how artificial iron-fertilization experiments have shown that iron addition promotes phytoplankton growth, as well as how KEOPS survey examined the annual phytoplankton bloom in the vicinity of the Kerguelen plateau which is triggered by enhanced natural iron input from subsurface waters. Furthermore, it provides a comprehensive description of how satellite images are used to examine regional scale and seasonal evolution of the phytoplankton bloom, combined with a model to investigate its response to increased iron supply. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in any way; rather it presents both sides equally by providing detailed information on both artificial and natural sources for increased iron availability in Southern Ocean carbon cycling. Additionally, there are no unsupported claims or missing points of consideration; rather all claims made are supported by evidence provided throughout the article. There are also no unexplored counterarguments or promotional content present in this article; rather it focuses solely on providing an analysis based on remote sensing and modeling techniques for seasonality and scale of Kerguelen plateau phytoplankton bloom. Finally, possible risks associated with increased iron availability are noted throughout this article, making it clear that further research is needed before any conclusions can be drawn about potential impacts on Southern Ocean carbon cycling due to increased iron availability from either artificial or natural sources.
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· Southern Ocean carbon cycling
· Artificial iron-fertilization experiments
· KEOPS survey
· Satellite altimetry
· Microbial ecosystem response
· Potential impacts of increased iron availability
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