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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A new structural strain method is presented for treating low cycle fatigue of welded joints.
2. Structural strain is analytically calculated from linear FE based structural stresses.
3. The method proves effective in collapsing both low- and high-cycle fatigue test data into a single narrow scatter band.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “A Structural Strain Method for Low-Cycle Fatigue Evaluation of Welded Components” provides an overview of a new structural strain method for treating low cycle fatigue of welded joints. The article is written in a clear and concise manner, providing detailed information on the method and its effectiveness in collapsing both low- and high-cycle fatigue test data into a single narrow scatter band.
The article appears to be reliable and trustworthy, as it provides evidence to support its claims, such as the use of elastically calculated mesh-insensitive structural stresses based on nodal forces available from finite element solutions, and the formulation can be readily extended to strain-hardening materials for which structural strains can be numerically calculated with ease. Furthermore, the article also acknowledges potential risks associated with the method, such as inconsistencies when using pseudo-elastic structural stress procedures beyond yield.
The article does not appear to have any biases or one-sided reporting, as it presents both sides equally by providing evidence to support its claims while also acknowledging potential risks associated with the method. Additionally, there are no unsupported claims or missing points of consideration in the article; all claims are supported by evidence and all relevant points are discussed thoroughly. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy due to its clear presentation of information, lack of bias or one-sided reporting, supported claims, thorough discussion of relevant points, and acknowledgement of potential risks associated with the method presented.
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· Low-Cycle Fatigue Evaluation 
· Finite Element Solutions 
· Strain-Hardening Materials 
· Pseudo-Elastic Structural Stress 
· Mesh-Insensitive Structural Stresses 
· Nodal Forces Calculation
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