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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Emperor Akihito's 2016 TV address challenged the Imperial Household Law by expressing his desire to abdicate, and set forth his understanding of the quality of 21st century emperorship.
2. The Reiwa Accession rites in 2019 revealed the emperor's dynamic role in constructing, displaying, and rendering meaningful new and privileged relationships of power with the Sun Goddess, imperial ancestors, Japanese state, and people.
3. An historical perspective reveals that the origins of Reiwa Accession are found in the Meiji-Taisho transition period, while Emperor Akihito's personal intervention in 2016 is also important for understanding emperorship.
[bookmark: _Toc3]Article rating:
May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article provides a comprehensive overview of Emperor Akihito’s 2016 TV address and its implications for 21st century emperorship as well as an analysis of the Reiwa Accession rites in 2019. The author draws on both historical sources and contemporary commentary to provide a balanced view on the topic. The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided; rather it presents both sides equally and explores counterarguments where appropriate. Furthermore, it does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular viewpoint. 
The article is reliable overall; however there are some areas which could be improved upon. For example, there is no mention of possible risks associated with Emperor Akihito’s intervention or potential implications for Japan’s future imperial line. Additionally, there is no discussion of how other countries may have responded to this event or how it has impacted international relations more broadly. These points should be considered when assessing the trustworthiness and reliability of this article.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risks associated with Emperor Akihito's intervention
· Implications of Emperor Akihito's TV address for Japan's imperial line
· International response to Emperor Akihito's TV address
· Impact of Emperor Akihito's TV address on international relations
· Analysis of Reiwa Accession rites
· Comparison of 21st century emperorship with previous eras
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