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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The formation of biofilms of Anoxybacillus flavithermus is a concern in the dairy industry due to their ability to form spores and contaminate milk powder products.
2. A laboratory continuous flow reactor was used to study the rate and extent of spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms under controlled conditions, with temperature as a key variable.
3. Samples were taken from the reactor at different times to measure the number of bacterial cells present in the milk or attached to the surface of stainless steel sample tubes, using a BacTrac™ 4000 micro-organism growth analyser.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “The formation of spores in biofilms of Anoxybacillus flavithermus” by Burgess (2009) is an informative and reliable source for understanding the dynamics of spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms under controlled conditions. The article provides detailed information on the methodology used, including reactor design and assembly, culture preparation, spore preparation, sampling regime, and enumeration of bacterial cells. The article also presents evidence from previous studies on process biofilms and thermophilic bacilli contamination in milk powder products that support its claims about the importance of studying spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms.
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided; it presents both sides equally by providing evidence from previous studies that support its claims as well as discussing potential risks associated with spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms such as enzyme production, acid production, and off-flavour development in reconstituted milk powder products. The article also does not appear to contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular viewpoint or opinion; it simply presents facts about spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms without taking sides on any particular issue or argument related to this topic.
In conclusion, this article is a reliable source for understanding the dynamics of spore formation in A. flavithermus biofilms under controlled conditions and can be trusted for its accuracy and impartiality when discussing this topic.
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· Anoxybacillus flavithermus biofilm formation
· Spore formation in thermophilic bacilli
· Enzyme production in A. flavithermus biofilms
· Acid production in A. flavithermus biofilms
· Off-flavour development in reconstituted milk powder products
· Process biofilm contamination in milk powder products
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