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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The concentration, composition, and sources of WEOM vary significantly in erosion and deposition landscapes across the Loess Plateau.
2. Variations in WEOM are higher in deep soils and sites with higher erosion modulus.
3. Variations in WEOM are mainly driven by vegetation inputs in topsoils and changes in soil organic carbon concentration in deep soils.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Variations in the Concentration, Composition, and Sources of WEOM in Erosion and Deposition Landscapes over an Erosion Intensity Gradient on the Loess Plateau of China” is a well-researched piece that provides a comprehensive overview of the variations of water-extractable organic matter (WEOM) across different erosion intensity gradients on the Loess Plateau of China. The authors have used UV–visible absorption and fluorescence excitation-emission matrix-parallel factor analysis to examine the concentration, composition, and potential sources of WEOM from 0 to 200 cm depths. The article is written clearly with sufficient detail to support its claims. 
The authors have provided evidence for their claims through data collected from five eroding catchments with an erosion intensity gradient across the Loess Plateau. They have also discussed how variations in WEOM are driven by changes in soil organic carbon concentration, aggregate stability, and carbon to nitrogen ratio among sites with different climatic conditions and erosion intensities. Furthermore, they have highlighted how vegetation inputs can compensate for losses of organic matter due to soil erosion at sites with suitable climatic status and weak erosion intensity. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided as it presents both sides equally without any promotional content or partiality towards either side. It also does not appear to be missing any points of consideration or evidence for its claims as all relevant information has been included within the text. Additionally, there do not appear to be any unexplored counterarguments or missing risks noted within the article as all possible risks associated with soil erosion have been discussed thoroughly throughout the text. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy as it provides a comprehensive overview of variations in WEOM across different erosion intensity gradients on the Loess Plateau of China while presenting both sides equally without any bias or promotional content present within its text.
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· Soil erosion intensity
· Soil organic carbon concentration
· Aggregate stability
· Carbon to nitrogen ratio
· Vegetation inputs
· Loess Plateau of China
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