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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. SiO2-CH3 submicron-sized particles containing hydrophilic and hydrophobic functional groups were synthesized from MTES and TEOS.
2. A release agent containing 3 wt% of MTEOS-2.5 allowed to achieve contact angles >145°, improving the concrete waterproofing properties without depletion in the compressive strength.
3. Nanosilicons added to silane or siloxanes compounds enhance the hydrophobic properties of bricks, tiles and concrete surfaces.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article “A Hydrophobic Release Agent Containing SiO2-CH3 Submicron-Sized Particles for Waterproofing Mortar Structures” is a scientific study that provides an overview of the synthesis and application of SiO2-CH3 submicron-sized particles as a release agent for waterproofing mortar structures. The article is well written and provides detailed information on the synthesis process, application procedure, and results obtained from experiments conducted on mortar specimens. The authors have provided sufficient evidence to support their claims regarding the effectiveness of this release agent in improving the waterproofing properties of concrete specimens without compromising their compressive strength. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting, as it presents both sides of the argument equally and objectively. Furthermore, all claims made by the authors are supported by evidence from experiments conducted on mortar specimens, which adds credibility to their findings. Additionally, potential risks associated with using this release agent are noted in the article, such as its limited penetration depth into concrete structures and its potential impact on surface adhesion properties. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy due to its objective reporting style and evidence-based claims made by the authors.
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· SiO2-CH3 release agent waterproofing
· Mortar structure waterproofing
· Compressive strength of concrete
· Penetration depth of release agent
· Surface adhesion properties of release agent
· Synthesis of SiO2-CH3 particles
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