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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The consensus of scholars, including non-Christian scholars, is that a historical Jesus most likely existed and the later stories about “Jesus Christ” were told about him.
2. The idea that there was no such historical person at all and that “Jesus Christ” was a purely mythical figure has been posited in one form or another since the eighteenth century, but is not taken seriously by anyone but a tiny handful of fringe scholars and amateurs.
3. Despite this, the Jesus Myth thesis is accepted by remarkable number of New Atheists, including Jerry Coyne and PZ Myers, and is regarded with favour by Richard Dawkins and Sam Harris.
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Appears moderately imbalanced: The article provides some useful information, but is missing several important points or pieces of evidence that would be required to present the discussed topics in a balanced and reliable way. You are encouraged to seek a more balanced perspective on the presented issues by exploring the provided research topics and looking at different information sources.
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This article provides an overview of the scholarly consensus on the existence of a historical Jesus as well as some of the arguments for a mythic origin for Jesus. The article does provide some evidence to support its claims, such as citing Sir James Frazer's influential comparative religion study The Golden Bough (1890). However, it fails to provide any counterarguments or evidence against its claims. Additionally, it does not explore any potential risks associated with accepting the scholarly consensus on the existence of a historical Jesus. Furthermore, it does not present both sides equally; instead it focuses solely on why the mythicist thesis is not accepted by scholars while failing to address any potential merits or arguments in favor of it. As such, this article should be read with caution as it may be biased towards one side of the argument without providing sufficient evidence or exploring other perspectives.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Arguments for a mythic origin of Jesus
· Risks associated with accepting the scholarly consensus on Jesus
· Counterarguments to the scholarly consensus on Jesus
· Evidence for a historical Jesus
· Evidence against a historical Jesus
· Comparative religion studies on Jesus
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