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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Intelligent Reflecting Surface (IRS) is a new technology that can significantly improve the performance of wireless communication networks by reconfiguring the wireless propagation environment.
2. This article provides an overview of IRS technology, including its applications, advantages, hardware architecture and signal model.
3. The authors address key challenges in designing and implementing IRS-aided hybrid wireless networks, and provide numerical results to show the performance enhancement with the use of IRS.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Towards Smart and Reconfigurable Environment: Intelligent Reflecting Surface Aided Wireless Network” is a comprehensive overview of the Intelligent Reflecting Surface (IRS) technology and its potential applications in wireless communication networks. The authors provide an overview of the technology, including its main applications, competitive advantages over existing technologies, hardware architecture as well as the corresponding new signal model. They also address key challenges in designing and implementing IRS-aided hybrid wireless networks, as compared to traditional networks comprising active components only. The article is well written and provides detailed information on the topic at hand. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in any way; it presents both sides equally by providing an overview of both traditional networks comprising active components only as well as IRS-aided hybrid wireless networks. Furthermore, it provides numerical results to demonstrate the great performance enhancement with the use of IRS in typical wireless networks. Additionally, possible risks associated with using this technology are noted throughout the article. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy due to its comprehensive coverage of the topic at hand without any bias or unsupported claims.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Intelligent Reflecting Surface (IRS) technology
· IRS-aided hybrid wireless networks
· IRS signal model
· IRS performance enhancement
· IRS hardware architecture
· IRS implementation challenges
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