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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. The incidence of acute lung injury in the United States is higher than previously reported, with an estimated 190,600 cases and 74,500 deaths each year.
2. The age-adjusted incidence of acute lung injury was 86.2 per 100,000 person-years and the in-hospital mortality rate was 38.5 percent.
3. Mortality increased with age from 24 percent for patients 15 through 19 years of age to 60 percent for patients 85 years of age or older (P<0.001).
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article “Incidence and Outcomes of Acute Lung Injury” provides a comprehensive overview of the incidence and outcomes of acute lung injury in the United States. The authors conducted a prospective, population-based cohort study in 21 hospitals in and around King County, Washington from April 1999 through July 2000 using a validated screening protocol to identify patients who met the consensus criteria for acute lung injury. The results showed that there were 1113 King County residents undergoing mechanical ventilation who met the criteria for acute lung injury and were 15 years of age or older, resulting in an estimated 190,600 cases of acute lung injury each year in the United States associated with 74,500 deaths and 3.6 million hospital days.
The article is generally reliable as it is based on a well-designed study that used a validated screening protocol to identify patients who met the consensus criteria for acute lung injury. Furthermore, it provides detailed information about the incidence and outcomes of acute lung injury which can be used to inform public health policy decisions regarding prevention strategies and treatment options for this condition.
However, there are some potential biases that should be noted when considering this article's trustworthiness and reliability. For example, since this study was conducted only in King County, Washington it may not be representative of other areas or populations across the United States which could lead to inaccurate estimates of incidence rates or mortality rates if extrapolated beyond this region. Additionally, since this was a retrospective study there may have been some selection bias due to missing data or incomplete records which could have impacted the accuracy of the results reported here. Finally, since this study did not include any control group it is difficult to draw any definitive conclusions about cause-and-effect relationships between risk factors and outcomes related to acute lung injury without further research into these areas.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Risk factors for acute lung injury
· Prevention strategies for acute lung injury
· Treatment options for acute lung injury
· Incidence of acute lung injury in different populations
· Mortality rates associated with acute lung injury
· Long-term outcomes of acute lung injury
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