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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Type IV pili (T4P) are ubiquitous bacterial cell surface structures, involved in various processes such as twitching motility, biofilm formation, bacteriophage infection, surface attachment, virulence, and natural transformation.
2. This article characterizes the inner membrane platform protein PilC, the cytosolic assembly ATPase PilB of the motor complex, and the cytosolic nucleotide-binding protein PilM of the alignment complex of the T4P machinery of M. xanthus.
3. The results suggest that PilB interacts with PilC and with PilM to establish a connection between the alignment and motor complexes.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
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The article is generally reliable and trustworthy in its presentation of information about type IV pili (T4P). It provides a comprehensive overview of T4P structure and function as well as an in-depth analysis of the components of the T4P machinery in M. xanthus. The authors provide evidence for their claims through experiments such as purification and reconstitution into liposomes for PilC, binding assays for PilB and PilM-N(1–16), and direct interaction tests between proteins. Furthermore, they cite relevant literature to support their findings. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting; it presents both sides equally by providing an overview of T4P structure and function as well as an analysis of its components in M. xanthus. Additionally, it does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular point of view or opinion. 
The article does not appear to have any missing points of consideration or missing evidence for its claims; all claims are supported by experiments or relevant literature citations. Furthermore, it does not contain any unexplored counterarguments or risks that may be associated with T4P systems; instead it focuses on providing an overview of T4P structure and function as well as an analysis of its components in M. xanthus.
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· Type IV pili biogenesis
· Type IV pili assembly
· Type IV pili structure-function relationships
· Type IV pili regulation
· Type IV pili in other bacteria
· Type IV pili applications
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