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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Bile acids are produced by intestinal bacteria and can accumulate to high levels in the enterohepatic circulation of some individuals, potentially contributing to the pathogenesis of colon cancer, gallstones, and other gastrointestinal diseases.
2. Bacterial enzymes modifying bile salts differ between species with respect to pH optima, enzyme kinetics, substrate specificity, cellular location, and possibly physiological function.
3. Molecular cloning of genes encoding bile salt-modifying enzymes has facilitated the understanding of the genetic organization of these pathways and is a means of developing probes for the detection of bile salt-modifying bacteria.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Bile Salt Biotransformations by Human Intestinal Bacteria” from the Journal of Lipid Research is an informative piece that provides a comprehensive overview on the role that intestinal bacteria play in bile acid metabolism. The article is well-written and provides a thorough explanation on how bacterial enzymes modify bile salts in different species as well as how molecular cloning has helped further understand this process. 
The article does not appear to be biased or one-sided in its reporting; it presents both sides equally and does not make any unsupported claims or omit any points of consideration. Furthermore, it does not contain any promotional content or partiality towards any particular viewpoint or opinion. The article also mentions potential risks associated with altering the bile acid pool through pharmaceuticals or probiotic bacteria but does not go into detail about them. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy due to its comprehensive coverage on the topic as well as its lack of bias or unsupported claims.
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