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An assessment of the global impact of 21st century land use change on soil erosion | Nature Communicationshttps://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-017-02142-7
[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. Soil erosion is a major threat to soil health and an essential resource for human needs in the 21st century.
2. The UN has reported that most of the world's soil resources are in poor condition due to accelerated soil erosion caused by deforestation, overgrazing, tillage and unsuitable agricultural practices.
3. Recent studies have shown the potential of RUSLE model-based approaches as a significant step towards a change in global water erosion assessment.
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May be slightly imbalanced: The article presents the information in a generally reliable way, but there are minor points of consideration that could be explored further or claims that are not fully backed by appropriate evidence. Some perspectives may also be omitted, and you are encouraged to use the research topics section to explore the topic further.
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The article provides an overview of the global impact of 21st century land use change on soil erosion, with particular focus on the UN’s reference document on the status of global soil resources and its meta-analysis indicating accelerated soil erosion as a major threat to soil health. It also discusses the impacts of accelerated soil erosion processes caused by deforestation, overgrazing, tillage and unsuitable agricultural practices, as well as its effects on climate through changes in soil carbon cycling. The article further examines how technological improvements, more rigorous land management and increased use of fertilizer have masked ongoing degradation of soils and their ecosystem service delivery capacity. Finally, it looks at recent studies which have shown the potential of RUSLE model-based approaches as a significant step towards a change in global water erosion assessment. 
The article is generally reliable and trustworthy; however there are some points that could be improved upon or explored further. For example, while it does provide evidence for its claims (such as citing previous assessments), it does not explore counterarguments or present both sides equally when discussing topics such as technological improvements masking ongoing degradation of soils or increased use of fertilizer leading to enhanced pressure on fertile soils. Additionally, while it does mention possible risks associated with accelerated soil erosion processes (such as sedimentation, siltation and eutrophication), it does not provide any evidence for these risks or discuss them in detail. Furthermore, there is no discussion about potential solutions or strategies for mitigating these risks or addressing the issue of global land use change on soil erosion more broadly. 
In conclusion, while this article provides an informative overview of the global impact of 21st century land use change on soil erosion, there are some areas where further exploration would be beneficial in order to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this issue.
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· Strategies for mitigating soil erosion
· Global land use change and soil erosion
· Risks associated with accelerated soil erosion
· Sedimentation, siltation and eutrophication
· Technological improvements and soil degradation
· Fertilizer use and soil health
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