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[bookmark: _Toc2]Article summary:
1. A unified drag coefficient formula is proposed to quantify wave energy reduction by salt marshes.
2. The formula takes into account wave height, effective plant height, and water depth.
3. Leaf contribution to wave decay is dependent on its Young’s modulus and should be included when it is large.
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Appears well balanced: The article presents the information in a reliable and balanced way, without biases and prejudices. The claims made in the article are well supported and, where applicable, all sides of the argument are given opportunity to present their point of view. The article appears trustworthy and reliable.
[bookmark: _Toc4]Article analysis:
The article “Towards a Unified Drag Coefficient Formula for Quantifying Wave Energy Reduction by Salt Marshes” provides an overview of the current research on the use of vegetation in mitigating coastal hazards. The authors propose a species-independent relationship between drag coefficient (CD) and Reynolds number (Re) based on three independent datasets that cover a wide range of hydrodynamic conditions and vegetation traits. This proposed CD-Re relationship, used together with effective plant height (EPH), allows for predicting wave attenuation in salt marshes with high accuracy. 
The article appears to be reliable and trustworthy as it provides evidence from multiple sources to support its claims, including field experiments, numerical experiments, and theoretical equations. Furthermore, the authors provide detailed explanations of their methods and results which adds credibility to their findings. Additionally, the authors acknowledge potential limitations of their study such as the need for collecting leaf properties in future field experiments which shows that they are aware of possible biases or missing points of consideration in their research. 
In conclusion, this article appears to be reliable and trustworthy due to its comprehensive coverage of relevant topics and evidence-based approach.
[bookmark: _Toc5]Topics for further research:
· Wave attenuation in salt marshes
· Drag coefficient and Reynolds number
· Effective plant height
· Coastal hazard mitigation
· Vegetation traits and hydrodynamic conditions
· Wave energy reduction
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